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And that’s happening in America. It is. Our
culture is beginning to change from one of—
that basically said, ‘‘If it feels good, just go
ahead and do it,’’ and, ‘‘If you’ve got a prob-
lem, blame somebody else,’’ to one in which
we’re all responsible for the decisions we
make in life, that we’re responsible for loving
our children. The most important job you’ll
ever have as a mother or father is to love
your children with all your heart and all your
soul.

A responsible period of time says that you
will be involved in your community, that you
shouldn’t just take from the great American
experience but you’ve got to give and you’ve
got to help people in need. It means we’ve
got corporate responsibility in America.
CEOs of corporate America must not only
be responsible for full disclosure of assets
and liabilities, but they must also stay focused
on the health and welfare of their workers.

There is a responsibility era emerging in
America to the better—to the better—and
as a result, we’ll be able to overcome evil
with good.

And perhaps that change of attitude and
change of culture is best reflected by what
took place on Flight 93. For me, it was one
of the most meaningful stories of September
11th and on. It’s the story of average Ameri-
cans flying an airplane—on an airplane, trav-
eling our country just like everybody else has
done—most everybody has done—just got
on an airplane and said, ‘‘I’m going to go
somewhere,’’ for business or pleasure, what-
ever it was. And they were told on their tele-
phones that America was under attack. And
they told their loved ones they loved them,
and they said a prayer, and they drove the
plane in the ground to save others’ lives.

It is the ultimate—it’s the ultimate state-
ment of personal responsibility to serve
something greater than yourself. And that’s
what’s happening in America. Americans all
around our country are serving something
greater than their own self-promotion. And
that’s good. And that’s the American spirit.
And that’s why I am so incredibly optimistic
about the future of this country, because
we’re a land full of decent and caring and
compassionate Americans.

Thank you all for coming today, and may
God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:55 p.m. in the
Regency Ballroom at the Hyatt Regency Green-
wich. In his remarks, he referred to President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq; Prime Minister Tony Blair
of the United Kingdom; and Abu Zubaydah, a
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization, who
was captured on March 28.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Secretary General Lord Robertson
of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization

April 9, 2002

President Bush It’s an honor to welcome
Lord Robertson back here to the White
House. NATO is an anchor of security for
both Europe and for the United States. And
Lord Robertson is a very strong leader who
is helping NATO meet the challenges of the
new century.

Since September the 11th, NATO has
been a bulwark in the fight against terror.
On September the 12th, for the first time
in history, NATO invoked Article V, declar-
ing an attack on one of its members is an
attack on all.

NATO did so to show its strong support
for the United States. And NATO nations are
backing up those words with action. More
than a dozen of our NATO Allies are contrib-
uting forces to the war against terror in Af-
ghanistan. NATO aircraft have been de-
ployed to patrol our skies in support of Amer-
ica’s security. And the airspace of NATO
members has been critical to coalition air op-
erations. The United States is deeply, deeply
grateful for this support.

This past weekend in Texas, I thanked
Prime Minister Tony Blair for the many valu-
able contributions of Great Britain. Today,
on behalf of the American people, I thank
Lord Robertson for his leadership and for
the help of our NATO friends.

The United States will consult closely with
our allies as we move forward in the war
against terror. This is an important moment
for NATO, and as we prepare for the NATO
summit in Prague later this year, we must
address some critical challenges. NATO must
develop new, flexible capabilities to meet the
threats of the 21st century.
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We must take on new members, securing
freedom from the Baltic to the Black Sea.
And NATO must forge a new relationship
with Russia that is even more constructive,
so that we can finally and forever abolish the
divisions that are relics of a previous era.

These are difficult challenges, requiring
determination and leadership. And I’m so
happy that NATO has a strong visionary lead-
er in my friend Lord Robertson. It is our
fourth meeting since I’ve taken office, and
I look forward to many more.

Lord Robertson, I appreciate you coming.
Secretary General Robertson. Mr.

President, thank you very much for these
kind words. And I’m delighted to be here
at the White House today, because it was
on this very day in this city, 53 years ago,
that a group of nations came together to cre-
ate a common defense against a common
threat, by saying an attack on one country
would be deemed to be an attack on all.

It was, however, a very different world
when NATO redeemed that pledge last Sep-
tember. But although the world has changed,
the ties that bind the 19 NATO nations to-
gether have not, because this is an alliance
built on shared principles and not on conven-
ience, built on permanent values, not on ex-
pediency.

So as the President has said, it should be
no surprise that so many NATO nations—
all the NATO nations—are at the forefront
of this war on terror. NATO is the kind of
alliance that you need, because when facing
a long-term strategic challenge, there’s no
substitute for long-term strategic partners,
partners that you can trust and who trust you.

It’s also the kind of alliance that works be-
cause when the going gets tough, the sheer
training, standards, and structures are what
welds different nations into an effective
whole. It’s also the kind of alliance that lasts
because it adapts and modernizes, as it will
indeed do at our summit meeting in Prague
in November of this year—taking in new
members, rising to new challenges, creating
new capabilities to defeat new enemies and
new threats.

So today the President and I discussed the
common threats that we face, both in Europe
and in North America, including from weap-

ons of mass destruction. And NATO allies
will work together to overcome these threats.

And I say this to you, that we will succeed
because the record shows that NATO is an
alliance that has served its members well in
the past, is serving us well in the present,
and as we continue to transform, will serve
us well into the future.

Mr. President, this is indeed the fourth
time that we’ve met. This is NATO’s 53d
birthday. It’s strong, strong as it ever was.
And it remains strong because the ties that
bind us together are enduring, and they lie
in the common values of freedom and de-
mocracy and of liberty.

Thank you very much for your kind——
President Bush. On that note, why don’t

I go buy you a meal?

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:15 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister Tony Blair
of the United Kingdom.

Remarks on Human Cloning
Legislation
April 10, 2002

Well, thank you all so very much for com-
ing to the White House. It’s my honor to
welcome you to the people’s house.

I particularly want to honor three folks
who I had the honor of meeting earlier, Joni
Tada, Jim Kelly, and Steve McDonald. I want
to thank you for your courage; I want to
thank you for your wisdom; I want to thank
you for your extraordinary perseverance and
faith. They have triumphed in the face of
physical disability and share a deep commit-
ment to medicine that is practiced ethically
and humanely.

All of us here today believe in the promise
of modern medicine. We’re hopeful about
where science may take us. And we’re also
here because we believe in the principles of
ethical medicine. As we seek to improve
human life, we must always preserve human
dignity. And therefore, we must prevent
human cloning by stopping it before it starts.

I want to welcome Tommy Thompson,
who is the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, a man who is doing a fine job for
America. I want to thank Members from the
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